MISSION STATEMENT- Claimed by God in baptism; Fed by Christ in worship; Led by the Spirit in love for
one another and the world.

Trindle Spring Lutheran Church
Mechanicsburg, PA

January 2021

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Psalm 40:4 tells us “a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the
night.” This morning, as I write this letter, I am reminded in two ways of how quickly time seems to march on.
First, is that this season of Covid has lasted nine months, and has altered most every aspect of our lives. It is
hard for me to believe that it has been that long. Luckily, we were able to be back for in-person worship
services for almost six months of that time, but even that has changed. I appreciate your patience as we
continue to navigate these frustrating times.
The second thing that has reminded me of how quickly time flies is that
this past summer marked my fifteenth year of ordained ministry. Occasions like
that remind me that I am older than I used to be. TSLC members honored me with
a wonderful gift at the Zoom congregational meeting. Your generosity left me a bit
speechless. I am truly thankful for the ordination anniversary gift, both the
financial gift and the stained-glass cross. If you couldn’t see it on the Zoom
meeting, there is a picture to the right. I am so grateful for this community of faith
and support, and I so look forward to the days when I can greet you and hug
people on the way out of worship once again.
I wish that I could tell you when we will be able to resume in-person
activities. However, all I can tell you at this moment is that the Covid Taskforce
and the Church Council regularly review and evaluate the numbers and facts of
the virus in our area. We will be in contact with more information when we begin to move back to in-person
activities. If you have questions you can always contact me or the church office.
This Christmas and New Year’s please be safe. Connect with your family and friends as best you can.
And know that even if this Christmas is a bit unusual, the “good news of great joy” has already come into the
world in Jesus Christ.
Yours in Christ,

The January 2021 Newsletter is dedicated to the glory of God and may the blessings of
this New Year be with you all. Hugs & love, Joy & Bill Grant.
January 2021
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December 8, 2020 Council Meeting Hi-lights
TSLC Church Council met on Tuesday, December 8th. Below are the highlights and actions taken during the meeting.
SANCTUARY CHRISTMAS TREES
• The Christmas Trees used in the sanctuary need to be replaced.
• They were originally purchased with memorial money. Pastor Aaron will talk to the family and ask if they would like to be
involved in the purchase of the replacement trees.
LETTER TO THE ELCA:
• Bob Witmer made a motion to approve the final draft of the ELCA letter as written. The motion was seconded by Jerry
Frankenfield and approved unanimously.
• Bishop Dunlop received the letter and will be invited to the Council meeting in January and February for a discussion.
STAFF VACATION:
• Pastor Aaron made a motion that he be allowed to roll over 1 weeks’ vacation to 2021 due to the circumstances this year. The
motion was seconded by Bob Witmer and approved unanimously.
•
Pastor Aaron will be on vacation from 12/26/2020 thru 1/2/2021
AUDIT COMMITTEE:
• Pat Beaver is now a member of Church Council which eliminates her from being eligible to serve on the Audit Committee so we are
looking for 2 new members.
• Carlotta Strohl volunteered to fill one of the positions. We still have one open position that we need to fill.
PIANO MEMORIAL:
•
A motion was made to approve the expenditure of $7850 for the purchase of a baby grand piano for the sanctuary with funds from
the Bob Kimmel Memorial. The motion was seconded by Joanna McIntyre and approved unanimously.
•
The new piano is currently in place and will be dedicated once we are able to return to in-person worship.
2ND SATURDAY DINNER REQUEST:
• Pastor Aaron was approached by the team involved in 2 nd Saturday with a “drive-thru option” which would allow the ministry to
continue while the church is closed to in-person worship and other ministries.
• Bob Witmer made a motion that we allow this ministry to continue while the church is closed. The motion was seconded by
John Talton.
• Discussion followed and a vote was taken. The motion was denied. The church will remain closed to all in-person worship
and ministries until the Council re-visits this in January 2021.
INSTALLATION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS: This will take place during service on 1/3/2021.
COUNCIL ELECTIONS: Voting was completed for Council positions for 2021.
• Results: President: Deby Lefin; Vice-President: Mark Eppley; Secretary: Joanna McIntyre

FROM THE AUDIT COMMITTEE:
Church Council is looking for one person to serve a three
-year term on the TSLC Audit Committee.

This Committee is necessary for performing the annual
audit. The group meets two or three times a year in order
to go over the financial records. If you can balance your
check book you can be a part of this team.
Please contact the church office if you are interested.

The church office will be closed on
Friday, December 25th and Friday,
January 1st, 2021. For other days
between Christmas and New Year’s,
please call first so I don’t miss you, if I
am out. 717-766-7091.
-Cheryl, Parish Admin.
CURRENT ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR
BLESSING BAGS
We are in need of 3 oz. shampoos and
1 oz. toothpastes for our blessings bags.
Thank you!

January 2021
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Worship at TSLC
Christmas Eve, Day, and 12/27 Services at Trindle Spring:
*Please note – masks and social distancing are REQUIRED at all in-person services.

12/24 Christmas Eve
(You are invited to bring a chair and a blanket to the 4 & 10 p.m. outdoor services.)

4:00 p.m. Outdoor Family Service (In-person only)
This service will be geared toward families with children elementary school aged or younger. It will take place
outside, will be approximately 30 minutes in length, and there will be no communion. We will close with
candlelight and the singing of “Silent Night.”

7:00 p.m. Online pre-recorded service only
This service will be livestreamed only on our congregation’s Facebook page and YouTube channel. Worship
from your own home using our traditional Festival Christmas Eve liturgy. If you need communion supplies,
please contact the church office.

10:00 p.m. Outdoor Candlelight Service (In-person only)
This service will take place outside and will be approximately 30 minutes in length. There will be no
communion. This service will be a quieter more reflective Christmas experience by the yule log fire and will
conclude with candlelight and the singing of “Silent Night.”

12/25 Christmas Day
9:15 a.m. Online pre-recorded service only
This service will be livestreamed only on our congregation’s Facebook page and YouTube channel. Join us
for a Christmas Day worship of Lessons and Carols under the theme, “Emmanuel, God with Us.”
If you need communion supplies, please contact the church office.

12/27 9:15 a.m. One regular service (In-person & livestreamed)

January 2021
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OUR MERRY CHRISTMAS GREETING “CARD” TO YOU
~ FROM YOUR STAFF.

Dear Church Family,
We aren’t able to send a Christmas greeting
card in the mail to every one of you from the
church office, fearing we would miss someone.
So, please see this “card” as your “card” from all
of us!
MERRY CHRISTMAS WITH OUR HUGS AND
PRAYERS TO YOU AND YOURS!

(Special thanks to Chuck Sterling for setting up our Nativity.)

MAY YOUR NEW YEAR BE BRIGHT! 2021

January 2021
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Income & Expense Report (Operating Fund)
Jan-Nov. 2020 Draft
Income
Offering
Misc. Income

WEDNESDAY ZOOM BIBLE STUDY RESUMES
Our Wednesday evening Bible study will resume in
January. Look for more information and a new Zoom
link in the bulletin and weekly emails in January.

389,039
3,936

(ie:Thrivent Choice, Community Aid,
Building Use, Donations, etc.)

COMMUNION ELEMENTS AVAILABLE

Total Income
392,975
Expense
Ministry to Others
Outreach Ministry
39,482
Evangelism
742
Parish Life
(717)
Ministry within Our Congregation
Christian Education
462
Fellowship
1,431
Keeping Our Church Safe
Stewardship
Worship & Music
4,222
Youth & Family Ministry
228
Administration
Archives
10
Property (building maintenance)
62,262
Office Management (administration) 16,790
Salary/Support
166,826
Vision of Ministry
_______
Total Expense
291,739
Net Income

Communion elements continue to be available for those
still communing at home. You can either pick up or we
will drop off. Gluten-free is available.
Contact the church office.
DVD’s and CD’s are available of the 9:15
a.m. service. Contact the church office to
have one delivered to you.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PHONE CALL
FROM PASTOR AARON OR PASTOR CAROLYN–
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL THEM
(See their numbers in the directory.)
OR CONTACT
THE CHURCH OFFICE.
717-766-7091

$CASH FOR CAUSES$
GIANT GIFT CARDS - Giant Gift Cards are available

101,237

ZUMBA is continuing online! Contact
Lisa Lynch, Zumba instructor for more
information.


lisaloveszumba2@gmail.com

in $25, $50, and $100 denominations; cash and
checks made out to Trindle Spring Lutheran Church
are accepted. TSLC earns 5% of every gift card
purchased and you still earn your gas/reward points!
So, before your next trip to Giant
to fill up your grocery cart, gas
tank, and for food baskets, please
see Robin Cleaver or give her a call
– church office (717-766-7091).
- NEW HOPE MINISTRIES CURRENT NEEDS Toothpaste/ Bar Soap /Shampoo /Conditioner/ Toilet Paper

New Hope Ministries
food collection total:

NEW HOPE COLLECTION UPDATE:
Our Thursday morning New Hope
Ministries food drop-off is now
MONTHLY on the first Thursday of
the month from 10am-noon.
January 2021

November 9, 2020 ~ 2 cans fruit cocktail
December 3, 2020 ~ 270 lbs. food
30 lbs. non-perishable items
The Trindle Trumpeter
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tslc Community Aid Donation Site
CommunityAid is a 501©(3), non-profit organization with
the primary purpose of raising funds for distribution to
local schools, churches, synagogues, temples and non–
profit charitable organizations. “We aspire to serve our
community by creating good paying jobs and providing
for our employees. We desire to improve the quality of
life for individuals and families in our community by
providing clothing and cash grants directly to our
partnerships formed by churches and non-profit
charitable organizations.
We believe by the ministry of CommunityAid we are
fulfilling our calling to serve the community and to share
the love of God to our fellow neighbors. We want to
express our faith with simple Christian works and deeds
and to provide CommunityAid in the form of quality
gently used clothing at an affordable price for individuals
and families.”

TO GIVE YOUR OFFERING
ONLINE
Follow these easy steps:
1.Visit the church website at:
www.trindlespringlutheran.org
2. Click on the Donate Now button;
3. Click on the Login/Create Profile button;
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to login or
create an online profile and to schedule your
recurring or one-time contributions to various listed
funds.
5. For any questions, or for a demonstration of
how to set your account up online, call the Parish
Admin. at the church office 717-766-7091.

Modified Congregational Retreat ~ 2021
The congregation extends condolences
to the family of Mary Deitch,
who passed away on November 21, 2020.

The congregation extends condolences
to the family of Frances Yohn,
who passed away on December 3, 2020.

Questions for the ELCA?
Contact: Lower Susquehanna Synod
717-652-1852
Or go to: www.elca.org
Our Pictorial Directory, 2021 giving
envelopes and Christmas ornament from
Lawrence rider, are here!
Pick yours up, we can drop them off,
or mail out to you.
Call the church office.
January 2021

Last month we told you about our plans for a
modified Congregational Retreat on April 17, 2021.
The Retreat this time, due to the current pandemic,
will be Saturday only at Camp Nawakwa. We will
still have breakfast, lunch, and dinner that day along
with our regular two Saturday sessions and evening
worship.
We will be utilizing the dining hall and the assembly
hall this time, with as much of the activities as
possible being held outdoors, weather permitting.
We will not be having the coffee house at the retreat
so we can get people home at a reasonable time, but
are looking for an alternative time to have this at the
church on a different weekend.
The theme for this year will be “God’s People in
Exile” and will link current events with the biblical
stories of exile. Look for the registration form in
early 2021. Hope to see you there!
Camp Nawakwa: https://
www.lutherancamping.org/nawakwa/
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Parish News

JANUARY 2021 BIRTHDAYS
Barry Meck
John Eberly
Leota Keisch
Nathaniel Stoner
Mike Crider
Jarin Boyle
Cindy Duck
Deby Lefin
Jack Ingraham
Barb Kline

James Coover
Sharon Rider
Russell Krall
Ian Corey
John Talton
Marcus Breech
Tim Garlick
Elena Erdley
Ryan Talton
Dallas Eppley

CJ Rice
Nancy Heiges
Logan Weiser
Mandi Glantz
Ethan Ebbert
Jarin Boyle
Jessica Newton
Carson Mostek
Martha Boyer
Abby Witmer

Dorothy Stoner*
Judy Stephens
Mark Eppley
Andrew McIntyre
Pamela Llanes
Charlie Miller
DJ Reinfeld
Marlin Bloom
Louise Rider*

IF THERE ARE ANY BIRTHDAYS THAT WE HAVE NOT LISTED, PLEASE LET THE PARISH
ADMINISTRATOR KNOW AND SHE WILL MAKE SURE TO ADD THEM IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER.
*Any names in bold are on the Visitation List.*

January 2021
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Trindle Spring Lutheran Church
Safety and Security Taskforce
December 2020
Greeting from the Safety and Security Taskforce. I hope this finds you in good health and safe following the
anticipated snow coming this week (Dec 16-17). With that being said, please make sure you have a winter
survival kit in your vehicle in case you become stranded in snow. Blankets, a shovel, boots, warm dry
clothing, ice scraper, some material for traction such as sand or gravel are a good start on your kit.
Additionally, make sure you are keeping your vehicles fueled up, if you become stranded, occasionally
running your vehicle can help to keep you warm. Make sure you have cleared the snow from your exhaust so
there is no buildup of carbon monoxide in your vehicle. If you don’t need to travel, please stay home!
Church Security recently installed 11 security cameras in and around the church. Three have limited views of
the parking lots and there are 8 inside that cover hallways, entrances and the Sanctuary. The cameras were
made possible thanks to a contribution from Lynda and Ken Farner. I would like to thank Lynda and Ken for
investing in the safety and security of our church family.
Covid-19 updates, as I am writing this I just watched a News report how First Line Workers, just today,
received the first of the Pfizer vaccine. While I cannot force anyone to receive a vaccine if you choose not to, I
would like to strongly encourage that you research and consider doing so when it becomes available to you.
With a reported greater than 90% efficacy, I pray that with the new vaccine, the positivity rates drop and we
can again meet as a Church family in person. Until then please follow masking requirements, social
distancing and protect yourself and others in your family by avoiding unnecessary contact with others, if at all
possible. We live in a time where groceries can be ordered online and picked up at curbside. Even Christmas
gifts can be purchased with little to no contact with others. Please take advantage of these conveniences so you
can protect yourselves and others.
As always if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via my cell phone or email which are listed
in the Church Directory.
Dennis S. Stoner, Paramedic
________________________________________________________________________________________

The TSLC Quilters
WE ARE IN DIRE NEED!
The Quilters continue to need cotton or
mostly cotton material of any kind!

January 2021

SECOND SATURDAY MINISTRY
...sadly is cancelled for January 2021.
We will get back to you with further
news on February and going forward.
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Parish News
THE SHAWL MINISTRY

As we waited for the birth of our Lord and as we wait for His coming into this
world, the year 2020 has given a whole new meaning to the term “waiting.” Our
focus this year was not on the usual things during the Christmas season. We were
waiting for the end of the quarantine, waiting for the end of hatred and violence,
waiting for the results of an election, waiting for the healing of family and friends,
waiting for a vaccine, waiting to be able to visit and embrace our loved ones, waiting
to return to the community life of the church, and waiting for the return of some sort
of normal. Praying that the “light” of Christ will shine brighter on all of us and that
we will continue to face our “waiting” struggles with Christ by our sides instilling
hope and courage as we renew our dedication to serving Him. May 2021 bring health
and healing to you, to our nation and to the world.
Although The Shawl Ministry may not be meeting in January, we will continue,
with your help, to deliver prayer gifts where they are needed to bring comfort and
healing.
During the months of December we delivered about 15 gifts and we thank all
those who have made or delivered during these difficult times.
We also thank those who have generously donated yarn or money to our
ministry.
Thank you note:
Dear Sandy (Breech), Thanks so much for making the beautiful purple prayer shawl.
You have impeccable talent! I crochet throws for cancer patients but would love to learn your
skill. This gorgeous shawl was gifted to me by Ann and John Kopacko and I am so blessed. Hope

your day is filled with many blessings! Love, Judy Stival

“Let the pleasure of the Lord be on us. O, Lord, give strength to the work of our hands.” Psalm 90:17
January 2021
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Note of Thanks
To the members of Trindle Spring,

A special thank you to our Mask Makers of Trindle

Spring from the Beacon Clinic in Harrisburg:
Your gift to Trindle Spring Lutheran Church in memory of
Bob, was used to purchase a Baby Grand piano for our
church services.
Many thanks for this opportunity,
The Kimmel family

“Partnering for Positive Health Outcomes”
In October Beacon Clinic held a drive-thru flu shot clinic,
in partnership with Penn State Health. During this event
Medical Students and Residents prepared 80 bags of
perishable and non-perishable foods to share with those
in need as part of a Food as Medicine initiative. Local
church and community seamstresses put their pedal to the
metal and provided nearly 700 cloth masks and 30 quilts
for safety and warmth. Caring for the whole person,
touching hearts, changing lives.
None of this would be possible without generous and
caring people like you.
Thank you to the Mask Makers and Quilters of TSLC.
Beaconclinicpa.org
717-775-1111

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the cards and prayers I received
after my November 8th accident, going home from church.
I am so thankful I came through the accident with just
broken ribs.
All the cards and prayers really lifted my spirits. Thanks to
the Hertzler’s for their weekly letters.

In Christ’s love,
Betty Warren
I would like to thank everyone for all the cards and prayers
that I received during my illness. I also want to thank Pastor
Aaron for his visits during my stay in the hospital.
I feel blessed to be a member of Trindle Spring and to be a
member of a congregation of very special people.

Ronald Albert
January 2021

Nieces and Nephews:
Dorothy Miller, Lanette Yohn, Irene Dillahey,
Doris Gochenaur, Ralph Paulus, &Wilbur Heiges
The family of Frances Yohn were informed from a kind
and thoughtful employee at Messiah Lifeways that she
received 87 cards for her recent birthday which were read
to her. Sincere thanks to many of you who remembered her
and added to her joy!

Thank you all for your thoughtfulness.

God bless each and every one of you,

Mary Deitch's family would like to thank Pastor Erdley,
Ann Kopacko and Danielle Erdley for a lovely service that
helped us celebrate the gift of Mary in all of our lives.
Not having children of her own, she was a big part of all
of our lives from the time of our births, and we will miss
her!

The family also appreciates all the phone calls, email and
text messages, cards, flowers, and many acts of kindness
which you shared with us since Mom passed. Your
thoughtfulness and kindnesses are heartwarming. Mom
loved her church family and cherished her relationships
with you. Our faith reassures us that our dear Lord has
welcomed her into His eternal kingdom.
Many thanks,
Marlin, Denise, Lee and Linda
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Note of Thanks, cont’d.
Thank you for your awesome generosity and love to
our New Hope Ministries families in need this year.
Trindle Spring Lutheran gave 235 lbs. of gifts and
$140.00 in gift cards this holiday season.
We wish we could have counted the number of gifts,
but it became overwhelming to keep counting all the
gifts that were given. We are a very generous, loving
and caring congregation.
Trindle Spring is the BEST! Prayers for a blessed
2021.
Warmly, Outreach Committee

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
St. Paul writes in Philippians, “I thank my God every
time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in
every one of prayers for all of you……” I echo
Paul’s words as I give thanks to the Church Council
and congregation for recognizing and honoring the
30th Anniversary of my Ordination. When I was
ordained, I never anticipated the joys God prepared
for me during my ministry.
Thank you for the gifts and cards. I will treasure the
beautiful cross made from the stained-glass window
of the old church as a joyful reminder of all of you
and of serving as Visitation Pastor.
Thank you so much!

Many of us have been enjoying the hand-made gift of
a knitted prayer cloth. (If you haven’t gotten one yet,
contact the church office.)
Special thanks to Lynne Neibert’s neighbor, Mrs.
Annette Ferguson, for blessing us with these gifts.
Also thank you to Lynne Neibert, who has been
making her own to contribute to the basket!

Grace and peace in Christ,
Pastor Carolyn
Special thanks to Lawrence Rider for our wonderful
wooden angel Christmas ornament for 2020!
Thank you Lawrence!
If you didn’t get one yet, contact the church office.

Thank you from the church office

December 14, 2020
I would like to thank the many, many Trindle Spring
Lutheran Church family members, who lifted me up in
thoughts and prayers during my recent hospitalization. It is
humbling to know, despite everything going on in your
lives, you lifted me up in your thoughts and prayers. Sherry
and I received cards, phone calls, texts and emails from my
Church Family. I am truly blessed to have made a fairly
quick recovery from the Covid-19 virus. Again, thank you
to everyone for their thoughts and prayers. Sherry and I
appreciate the support we received from our Church
Family.
Sherry and Dennis S. Stoner
January 2021

Thank you to all our mask-makers in 2020!!! We have an
approx. total of 1,100 masks that have been made! We are
grateful for your skills and ministry!
For 2021, please keep track of how many you make so we can
keep track. Thanks so much!
-Church Office
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Contact Information:

CONNECT THROUGH FACEBOOK, YOUTUBE, &
SEE OUR CHURCH CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING
EVENTS!

Trindle Spring Lutheran Church
14 State Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

https://www.facebook.com/TrindleSpring
CHANNEL: WILLIAMTRINDLE
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/
render#main_7

SYNOD NEWS
The Lower Susquehanna Synod has an on-line newsletter
called W.E. News that provides great information about
what is going on around the Synod. Just go to the LSS
website: http://www.lss-elca.org/ and click on
eCommunications at the bottom of the page to sign up or to
view past issues.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA
The Lower Susquehanna Synod also has a group just for
women to provide service to their churches and to the
world. To find out more about what they are doing and how
you can join, go to: www.lss-elca.org/congregations/
women-of-the-elca/

Pastors
Pastor Aaron Erdley, Lead Pastor
Office: 717-766-7091 (Opt.2)
Email: Pastoraaron@trindlespringlutheran.org
For emergencies call: 717-701-5606
Pastor Carolyn DeStephano, Visitation Pastor
Cell: 717-514-2617
Music Department

Danielle Erdley, Director of Music
Cell: 402-314-4877
Email: danierdley@gmail.com
Ann Kopacko, Organist
Cell: 717-645-2704
Email: akopacko@verizon.net
Church Office
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Cheryl Guinther, Parish Administrator
Office: 717-766-7091 (Opt.1)
Email: office@trindlespringlutheran.org
Website: www.trindlespringlutheran.org

If you would like to receive the
Trindle Trumpeter by e-mail, please
call or email the church office.

February 2021 Newsletter
article deadline is:
Monday, January 18, 2021.

Please contact

the Parish Administrator
for any changes/updates to your:
Mailing Address/ Cell Phone/Home Phone /
Email
Esp. your adult children, 18
and older - address changes/
college address/ Cell Phone/
Email/Marital status
January 2021
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Assembly Date:
Thursday,
January 28, 2021
9:00 a.m.
in the Y.A.H. Room
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